In 2002, Rhone Valley grap
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iding on the strength of the stellar 2002

vintage, the Syrah bandwagon keeps

! . picking up momentum, traveling
e throughout California and leading the
charge of Rhone Valley varieties in the Golden State.
® This is the finest vintage of California Syrah we've
tasted, anchored by exceptionally strong showings in
Napa and Sonoma along with excellent wines from many
other nooks and crannies. ® “What made this harvest so
different—and successful—was that each of the wines we

produced, no matter the region from which the fruit

came, truly demonstrated a sense of place,” says wine-
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maker Jeff Cohn, who produces Syrah and Petite Sirah
from a variety of vineyards and appellations for both
Rosenblum and his own JC Cellars. # If anyone needs a
dark-horse wine to root for in California, Syrah may be
it. Syrah’s multitude of rising stars lead a pack of over-
achieving wines from underappreciated grape varieties. It
all adds up to a fascinating mix of unique and compelling
styles, headlined by some truly monumental wines. * In
the past year we have blind-tasted nearly 500 wines, both
red and white, that trace their heritage to France's Rhone
Valley. That makes this one of our biggest reports from

California, behind only Cabernet and Chardonnay.
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